


Eighteenth Edition

World Politics
Trend and Transformation

Shannon Lindsey Blanton 
University of Alabama at Birmingham

Charles William Kegley 
Pearce Distinguished Professor of International Relations Emeritus  
at the University of South Carolina

Australia • Brazil • Canada • Mexico • Singapore • United Kingdom • United States

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   1 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



This is an electronic version of the print textbook. Due to electronic rights restrictions,
some third party content may be suppressed. Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed 
content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. The publisher reserves the right 
to remove content from this title at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it. For
valuable information on pricing, previous editions, changes to current editions, and alternate 
formats, please visit www.cengage.com/highered to search by ISBN#, author, title, or keyword for 
materials in your areas of interest.

Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product 
text may not be available in the eBook version.

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



Printed in the United States of America 
Print Number: 01 Print Year: 2024

For product information and technology assistance, contact us at  
Cengage Customer & Sales Support, 1-800-354-9706  

or support.cengage.com.

For permission to use material from this text or product, submit all  
requests online at www.copyright.com.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2024930268

Student Edition: ISBN: 979-8-214-13525-0

Cengage 
5191 Natorp Boulevard  
Mason, OH 45040 
USA

Cengage is a leading provider of customized learning solutions. Our 
employees reside in nearly 40 different countries and serve digital 
learners in 165 countries around the world. Find your local representative 
at www.cengage.com.

To learn more about Cengage platforms and services, register or access 
your online learning solution, or purchase materials for your course, 
visit www.cengage.com.

World Politics: Trend and Transformation, 
Eighteenth Edition

Shannon Lindsey Blanton and Charles 
William Kegley

SVP, Product: Erin Joyner

VP, Product: Thais Alencar

Portfolio Product Director: Laura Ross

Associate Portfolio Product Manager:  

Kristin Cole

Product Assistant: Danny Radar

Learning Designer: Rebecca Shuman

Content Manager: Dan Saabye

Senior In-House Subject Matter Expert, 

Political Science: Emily Hickey

Senior Digital Project Manager:  

Dana Edmunds

Director, Product Marketing: Neena Bali

Portfolio Marketing Manager:  

Valerie Hartman

Content Acquisition Analyst:  

Deanna Ettinger

Compositor: Lumina Datamatics, Ltd.

Art Director: Sarah Cole 

Cover Image Source: CSA-Printstock/

DigitalVision Vectors/Getty Images

Last three editions, as applicable: © 2021, © 2017, ©2015

Copyright © 2025 Cengage Learning, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

WCN: 02-300-527

No part of this work covered by the copyright herein may be reproduced 
or distributed in any form or by any means, except as permitted by U.S. 
copyright law, without the prior written permission of the copyright 
owner.
Unless otherwise noted, all content is Copyright © Cengage Learning, Inc.

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   2 1/30/24   6:19 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



iii

Brief Contents

Letter to Instructors xi 
Letter to Students xiii
Resources for Students and Instructors xv
Acknowledgments xvii
About the Authors xx

Part I Trend and Transformation in World Politics 1
Chapter 1 Discovering World Politics 2
Chapter 2 Interpreting World Politics Through the Lens of Theory 23
Chapter 3 Theories of International Decision Making 58

Part II The World’s Actors and Their Relationships 91
Chapter 4 Great Power Relations and Rivalries 92
Chapter 5 World Politics and the Global South 125
Chapter 6 Nonstate Actors and the Quest for Global Community 160

Part III Confronting Violent Conflict 204
Chapter 7 The Threat of Armed Conflict to the World 205
Chapter 8 The Pursuit of Power Through Arms and Alliances 244
Chapter 9  The Quest for Peace Through International Law and  

Collective Security 285

Part IV Human Security, Prosperity,  
and Responsibility 327

Chapter 10 The Globalization of International Finance 328
Chapter 11 International Trade in the Global Marketplace 365
Chapter 12 Dimensions of Globalization: Demographic Change and Human 

Connectivity 405
Chapter 13 The Promotion of Human Development and Human Rights 439
Chapter 14 Global Responsibility for the Preservation of the Environment 474

Part V Thinking About the Future of World Politics 514
Chapter 15 Looking Ahead at Global Trends and Transformations 515

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   3 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



iv

Contents

Letter to Instructors xi 
Letter to Students xiii
Resources for Students and Instructors xv
Acknowledgments xvii
About the Authors xx

Part I  Trend and Transformation 
in World Politics

Chapter 1 Discovering World  
Politics 2
1-1  The Challenge of Investigating 

International Relations 4
1-2  How Do Perceptions Influence Images 

of Global Reality? 5
The Nature and Sources of Images 5

The Impact of Perceptions on World Politics 8

1-3  Key Concepts and Terms for 
Understanding World Politics 11

Introducing Terminology 11

Distinguishing the Primary Transnational Actors 12

Distinguishing Levels of Analysis 14

Distinguishing Change, Continuities, and Cycles 16

Preparing for Your Intellectual Journey 19

Chapter 2 Interpreting World Politics 
Through the Lens of Theory 23
2-1  Theories and Change in World Politics 24
2-2  Realism 26

What Is the Realist Worldview? 26

The Evolution of Realism 28

The Limitations of Realist Thought 30

2-3  Liberalism 32
What Is Liberalism’s Worldview? 32

The Evolution of Liberalism 34

The Limitations of Liberalism 37

2-4  Constructivism 39
What Is the Constructivist Worldview? 39

The Evolution of Constructivist Thought 41

The Limitations of Constructivism 43

2-5  Alternative Theoretical Perspectives: 
Feminist and Marxist Critiques 45

The Feminist Critique 45

The Marxist Critique 49

2-6  International Theory and 
the Global Future 53

Chapter 3 Theories of International 
Decision Making 58
3-1  Foreign Policy Making in International 

Affairs 59
Transnational Actors and Decision Processes 60

Influences on Making Foreign Policy Decisions 61

3-2  Models of Decision Making  
by Transnational Actors 64

Decision Making as Rational Choice 65

Cognitive Psychological Models of Decision  
Making 67

The Leverage and Impact of Leaders 70

The Bureaucratic Politics of Foreign 
Policy Decision Making 76

3-3  The Domestic Determinants  
of Foreign Policy Decisions 81

Military Capabilities 82

Economic Conditions 83

Type of Government 83

3-4  Global Influences on Foreign Policy 85
Global Distribution of Power 85

Geopolitical Factors 87

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   4 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



  Contents v

Part II  The World’s Actors and 
Their Relationships

Chapter 4 Great Power Relations and 
Rivalries 92
4-1  The Quest for World Leadership 94
4-2  World War I 95

The Causes of World War I 95
Systemic Level of Analysis 96
State Level of Analysis 97
Individual Level of Analysis  98

The Consequences of World War I 98

4-3  World War II 100
The Causes of World War II 100

Proximate Causes of War 101
Underlying Causes at Three Analytic Levels 102

The Consequences of World War II 104

4-4  The Cold War 106
The Causes of the Cold War 106

Confrontation, 1947–1962 107
Coexistence to Détente, 1963–1978 109
Renewed Confrontation to Rapprochement, 

1979–1991 109

The Consequences of the Cold War 111

4-5  The Post–Cold War Era 112
America’s “Unipolar Moment” 113

From Unipolarity to Multipolarity: The Rise 
of the Rest? 114

4-6  Looking Ahead: What Does the Future 
Look Like for the Great Powers? 116

Chapter 5 World Politics and the 
Global South 125
5-1  Colonial Origins and Consequences 127

The First Wave of European Imperialism 130

The Second Wave of European Imperialism 131

Self-Determination and Decolonization in the Twentieth 
Century 133

5-2  North and South Today: Worlds Apart 134
5-3  Why Do Such Differences Persist? 138

Internal Sources of Underdevelopment 138

International Sources of Underdevelopment 139

5-4  Closing the Gap? The Global South’s 
Prospects in a World of Great 
Powers 140

Reform of the International System 142

Foreign Aid and Remittances 144

Trade and Foreign Direct Investment 147

Technology and Global Communications 150

Debt Management, Militarization,  
and Governmental Corruption 153

5-5  The Global South’s Future 156

Chapter 6 Nonstate Actors and the 
Quest for Global Community 160
6-1  Intergovernmental Organizations in World 

Politics 162
The United Nations 163

The UN’s Agenda 163
Organizational Structure 164
Budget Controversy 167
Future Challenges 168

Other Prominent Global IGOs 170
The World Trade Organization 171
The World Bank 171
The International Monetary Fund 173

6-2  Regional Intergovernmental 
Organizations 174

The European Union 174
EU Expansion and Political Integration 174
EU Organization and Management 175
EU Decision-Making Challenges 178

Other Regional IGOs 179

6-3  Nongovernmental Organizations in World 
Politics 180

6-4  Other Nonstate Actors  
on the Global Stage 183

Stateless Nations: Ethnic Groups  
and Indigenous Peoples 184

Transnational Religious Movements 187

Multinational Corporations 191

Transnational Terrorist Groups 195

Transnational Crime Organizations 198

6-5  Nonstate Actors and the Future of World 
Politics 201

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   5 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



vi Contents

Part III  Confronting Violent 
Conflict

Chapter 7 The Threat of Armed 
Conflict to the World 205
7-1  What Causes Armed Conflict? 207

The Individual Level of Analysis: Human Nature 207

The State and Internal Level of Analysis 209
Geopolitical Factors and Length of 

Independence 209
Culture, Nationalism, and Identity Politics 210
Poverty, Relative Deprivation, and Demographic 

Stress 212
Militarization 214
Economic System 214
Regime Type 216

The Systemic Level of Analysis: The Global System 217
Does Violence Breed Violence? 218
Power Transitions 219
Cyclical Theories 220

7-2  Frequency and Types of Armed Conflict 222
7-3  Armed Conflict Within States 225

Intrastate Conflict 226

The International Dimensions of Internal Conflict 230

7-4  Armed Conflict by Nonstate Actors 232
Nonstate Armed Groups 232

Terrorism 234

7-5  Armed Conflict and Its Future 240

Chapter 8 The Pursuit of Power 
Through Arms and Alliances 244
8-1  Power in World Politics 246

The Elements of State Power 246

The “Cost” of Military Spending 250

8-2  Changes in Military Capabilities 254
Trends in the Weapons Trade 254

The Strategic Consequences of Arms Sales 256

Nuclear Weapons 259

The Revolution in Military Technology 263
Artificial Intelligence and Autonomous 

Weapons Systems 264
Biological and Chemical Weapons 267

8-3  Military Strategies 269
Compellence 270

Deterrence 270

Preemption 272

Coercive Diplomacy Through Military Intervention 273

8-4  Realist Interpretations of Alliances in 
World Politics 274

8-5  Realism and the Balancing of Power 277
8-6  What Lies Ahead? 281

Chapter 9 The Quest for Peace 
Through International Law and 
Collective Security 285
9-1  Liberal and Constructivist Routes to 

International Peace 286
9-2  Beating Swords Into Plowshares 288

Bilateral Arms Control and Disarmament 289

Multilateral Arms Control and Disarmament 290

The Problematic Future of Arms Control 
and Disarmament 293

9-3  Maintaining Collective Security Through 
International Organizations 297

The United Nations and Collective Security 299

Regional Security Organizations  
and Collective Defense 304

9-4  Law at the International Level 308
Limitations of the International Legal System 309

The Judicial Framework of International Law 311

9-5  Legal and Diplomatic Responses to Armed 
Conflict 315

New Rules for Military Intervention 317

International Crises and the Negotiated  
Settlement of Disputes 319

Part IV  Human Security, 
Prosperity, and 
Responsibility

Chapter 10 The Globalization of 
International Finance 328
10-1  Interpreting Contemporary Economic 

Change 329
10-2  Money Matters: The Transnational 

Exchange of Money 331
The Globalization of Finance 332

Dark Money: Globalization and Illicit  
Financial Flows  335

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   6 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



  Contents vii

Monetary and Financial Policy: Key Concepts  
and Issues 338

10-3  Bretton Woods and Beyond 343
Financial and Monetary Aspects of the Bretton Woods 

System 345

The End of Bretton Woods 347

Post-Bretton Woods: The Rise of Financial 
Globalization 348

10-4  Understanding Financial Crises 349
10-5  Recovery and Reform: Challenges Facing 

Global Finance 352
The Current System: One Crisis After Another? 353

U.S. Leadership and the Future of the Dollar 355

Whither the International Financial  
Architecture? 359

The End of the Liberal Consensus? 362

Chapter 11 International Trade in the 
Global Marketplace 365
11-1  Globalization and Trade 366

Trade, Multinational Corporations,  
and the Globalization of Production 368

The Globalization of Labor 370

11-2  Contending Trade Strategies 374
The Shadow of the Great Depression 374

The Clash Between Liberal and  
Mercantilist Values 376
Commercial Liberalism 376
Mercantilism 379

11-3  Trade and Global Politics 381
11-4  The Fate of Free Trade 386

Protectionism and Trade Policy Tools 386

The Uneasy Coexistence of Liberalism 
and Mercantilism 388

11-5  Triumph or Trouble for the Global 
Economy 390

The Development and Challenges of the WTO 390

Economic Shocks and World Trade 394

The Protectionist Backlash 
and Current Trade Conflicts  395

Global Supply Chains—Challenges  
and Alternatives 398

Regional and Plurilateral Trade Arrangements 400

Chapter 12 Dimensions of 
Globalization: Demographic Change 
and Human Connectivity 405
12-1  Population Change as a Global 

Challenge 406
Demographic Transition Around the World 407

World Population Growth Rates 409

Demographic Divisions: Youth Bulges 
and Aging Populations 411

12-2  Global Migration Trends 416
A Quest for Sustenance and Freedom 416

Urbanization 421

12-3  New Plagues? The Global Impact 
of Communicable Disease  424

12-4  The Global Information Age 428
The Evolution of Global Communications 428

The Dark Side of the Global Communications 
Revolution  430

The Business of Global Communication 432

12-5  Globalization and the Global Future 434

Chapter 13 The Promotion of 
Human Development and Human 
Rights 439
13-1  Putting People into the Picture 440
13-2  How Does Humanity Fare? The Human  

Condition Today 444
Human Development and Human Security 445

Globalization, Democratization,  
and Economic Prosperity 449

13-3  Human Rights and the Protection of 
People 451

Internationally Recognized Human Rights 451

Heightened Risk to Indigenous Peoples  
and Minority Ethnic Groups 453

Gender Inequality and Its Consequences 455

Gendercide, Slavery, and Human Trafficking 460

Children and Human Rights 462

13-4  Responding to Human Rights 466
The Human Rights Legal Framework 467

The Challenge of Enforcement 468

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   7 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



viii Contents

Chapter 14 Global Responsibility 
for the Preservation of the 
Environment 474
14-1  Framing the Ecological Debate 475
14-2  Global Ecopolitical Challenges 479

The Ecopolitics of the Atmosphere 480

The Ecopolitics of Biodiversity, Deforestation, and Water 
Shortages 487
Threats to Global Biodiversity 487
Shrinking Forests and Dust Bowls 489
A Burgeoning Water Crisis 492

The Ecopolitics of Energy Supply and Demand 494
Fluctuations in the Oil Industry  495
Converting to Renewable Sources of Energy 497

14-3  Toward Sustainability and Human 
Security 501

The Quest for Sustainable Development 501

Feeding the Masses 503

14-4  Global Efforts toward Environmental 
Solutions 508

Part V  Thinking About the Future 
of World Politics

Chapter 15 Looking Ahead at Global 
Trends and Transformations 515
15-1  Global Trends and Forecasts: 

Putting Yourself in the Picture 516

15-2  The Global Predicament: Key Questions 
About a Turbulent World 518

Is Globalization a Cure or a Curse? 519

Will Technological Innovation Solve Pressing 
Global Problems? 521

What Types of Armed Conflict Will Become the 
Major Fault Line in the Geostrategic Landscape? 523

Should the Global Community Intervene 
to Protect Human Rights? 525

Will Democracy Prevail in the Contest  
for Hearts and Minds? 526

Will Climate Change Pose a Threat  
to Global Peace? 527

15-3  A New World Order or New World 
Disorder? 529

Glossary 533
References 543
Name Index 574
Subject Index 583

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   8 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



Cengage Unlimited
One subscription, all your course materials
With Cengage Unlimited, each student receives access to an entire 
library of eTextbooks, online learning platforms, at least four free 
hardcopy rentals and hundreds of student success and career readiness 
skill-building activities. Only using textbooks for your course? Ask about 
Cengage Unlimited eTextbooks.
Available to all higher education and career students in the U.S., in bookstores and 
online. For customers outside the U.S., contact your local sales partner.

cengage.com/unlimited

MindTap
Build confidence, elevate performance
MindTap is the online learning platform that provides personalized, 
engaging learning experiences and delivers access to eTextbooks, study 
tools, assessments and student performance analytics.

Access to
eTextbooks

Engage
students with
assessments

and study tools

Track
performance
with student

analytics

Connect  
with dedicated, 

live support

cengage.com/mindtap

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   9 1/13/24   1:13 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   10 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



xi

Letter to Instructors

Dear International Relations Instructor:

Understanding world politics requires up-to-date information and analysis. In a constantly 
changing world, it is imperative for our students to develop the intellectual skills to be  better 
global citizens and to effectively analyze key events and issues in international affairs. By 
presenting the leading ideas and the latest information available, World Politics: Trend and 
Transformation provides the tools necessary for understanding world affairs, for anticipating 
probable developments, and for thinking critically about the potential long-term impact of 
those developments on institutions, countries, and individuals across the globe.

World Politics aims to put both change and continuity into perspective. It provides a picture 
of the evolving relations among all transnational actors, the historical developments that 
affect those actors’ relationships, and the salient contemporary global trends that those 
interactions produce. The key theories for understanding international relations—realism, lib-
eralism, constructivism, as well as feminist and Marxist interpretations—frame the investiga-
tion. At the same time, this book presents all the complexities of world politics, as well as the 
necessary analytic tools to make sense of a wide range of substantive issues, from war to global 
finance to human rights. To foster critical thinking skills, the text provides evidence-based 
assessments and intentionally presents contending views—throughout the chapters, but espe-
cially in our A Closer Look and Controversy features—so that students have a chance to criti-
cally evaluate opposed positions and construct their own judgments about key issues. Moreover, 
our enhanced video resource program, provided in partnership with the Carnegie Council 
for Ethics in International Affairs (CCEIA), further highlights current international trends and 
transformations by applying World Politics’ key terms and concepts in real-world applications.

New to this Edition
To keep you abreast of the latest developments, World Politics: Trend and Transformation con-
tinues to change in response to unfolding events around our world. Since publication of the 
prior edition, numerous changes have taken place in international relations. To provide stu-
dents with the most current information, we have revised the entire text of this eighteenth 
edition to incorporate the latest global events and scholarly research. Major features include:

 ● Each chapter highlights Learning Objectives that serve as a guide to key concepts—at 
the start of the chapter, at the beginning of each corresponding section, and at the end 
of the chapter.

 ● A Summary tied to the learning objectives is included at the end of each chapter to help 
students collect their thoughts about key concepts and issues, trend and transformation.

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   11 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



xii Letter to Instructors

 ● Vibrant and engaging illustrations—sixty new and updated maps, sixty-one new and 
updated figures, and a host of photos of real-world events—to provoke student interest 
and enable them to visualize central global developments through the most recently 
available data. Critical thinking questions following each map throughout the text.

 ● New and revised A Closer Look and Controversy features highlight real-world events 
and feature essential debates.

 ● New key terms—such as currency crisis, frontier technologies, nonstate armed 
groups, and state terrorism, with definitions that appear in the text and the glossary—
help students understand key concepts in the study of world politics.

 ● Expanded discussions of theories for understanding world politics, including enhanced 
discussions of a constructivist emphasis on affective sources of behavior, feminist 
perspectives of international relations and foreign policy making, and cognitive 
heuristics and analogical reasoning in decision making.

 ● Updated discussions of conflict and cooperation around the world, including Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, an increasingly powerful China, terrorist groups such as the 
Islamic State, and international bodies such as the United Nations, the International 
Criminal Court, and the World Bank.

 ● Discussion of global trends, such as the challenge of fragile states, the consequences 
of demographic transitions, international crime and human trafficking, increased 
migration and the quest for human security, genocide and human rights abuse, advances 
in global communications, technological innovation, and food and water security.

 ● Discussion of the latest advances in military technology, including developments 
in artificial intelligence and autonomous weapons systems, as well as a look at the 
changing nuclear environment in North Korea, the diffusion of civil war and conflict 
involving nonstate armed groups, the status of arms control agreements, private 
military groups, and the role of peacekeeping in containing conflict.

 ● Updated discussions of the global political economy, including new coverage of 
financial and currency crises, implications of the globalization of labor and increase in 
protectionist tendencies, the Global South’s calls for reform of the international system, 
and illicit financial flows.

 ● Enhanced discussion of the global spread of communicable diseases such as COVID-19,  
the challenge of protecting human rights, the prospect of democratic backsliding, 
implications of the global trend toward urbanization and megacities, the threat of identity 
politics and disinformation campaigns, and climate change and environmental degradation.

 ● New suggested resources for further investigation of world politics at the close of each 
chapter.

We thank you for using this book to help introduce your students to world politics. Our 
hope is that it helps students to critically analyze and understand global affairs—and to better 
assess the possibilities for the global future and its potential impact on their own lives.

Sincerely,
Shannon L. Blanton & Charles W. Kegley
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xiii

Letter to Students

Dear Student:

In a constantly changing world, it is important to be able to analyze effectively key events 
and issues in international affairs and to critically assess different viewpoints concerning these 
issues. By providing you with the leading ideas and the latest information available, World Pol-
itics: Trend and Transformation offers the tools necessary for understanding world affairs, for 
anticipating probable developments, and for thinking critically about the potential long-term 
impact of those developments on institutions, countries, and individuals across the globe. In 
essence, World Politics strives to help you become an informed global citizen and establish a 
foundation for life-long learning about international affairs.

World Politics aims to put both change and continuity into perspective. It provides a  picture 
of the evolving relations among all transnational actors, the historical developments that affect 
those actors’ relationships, and the salient contemporary global trends that those interactions 
produce. You will learn about key theories and worldviews for understanding international 
relations, and examine some of the most prominent issues in global politics, including war, 
terrorism, world trade, global finance, demographic trends, environmental degradation, and 
human rights. To facilitate your understanding, World Politics incorporates features to clarify 
complex ideas and arguments:

 ● An Atlas with detailed political maps of each continent opens the book.

 ● Learning Objectives open each chapter, serving as a road map to the book’s key 
concepts and helping you assess your understanding.

 ● Controversy features examine rival viewpoints on major international relations issues 
and encourage you to think critically and develop your own opinions.

 ● A Closer Look features address contemporary issues and pose critical thinking questions.

 ● Each chapter includes key terms, their definitions, and pertinent videos through the 
Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs (CCEIA).

 ● Each chapter ends with a Summary of the learning objectives and a list of Suggested 
Readings and Resources to help you prepare for your papers and essays.

We trust that you will find World Politics: Trend and Transformation to be an invaluable 
resource as you seek to learn more about global affairs. Whether the study of world politics 
is one among many interests that you are exploring as you earn your degree or a keen pas-
sion that may lead you to play an active role in shaping our world, this book is designed to 
provide you a comprehensive coverage of the trends and transformations that characterize 
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xiv Letter to Students

international relations. It is our hope that as you conclude reading World Politics, you will be 
as fascinated as we are with the complex dynamics of global interactions and feel compelled to 
continue to observe, critically analyze, and address the challenges and opportunities that we 
share as members of a global community.

Sincerely,
Shannon L. Blanton & Charles W. Kegley
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xv

Resources for Students 
and Instructors

Students

Cengage Unlimited
Cengage Unlimited is the first-of-its-kind digital subscription that empowers students to learn 
more for less. One student subscription includes total access to every Cengage online textbook 
and platform, career and college success centers, and more—in one place. Learn across courses 
and disciplines with confidence that you won’t pay more to access more. Available now in 
bookstores and online. Details at www.cengage.com/unlimited.

Access your World Politics, Eighteenth Edition resources via www.cengage.com/login.
If you purchased MindTap™ access with your book, click on “Register a Product” and then 

enter your access code.

Cengage Read 
Cengage Read, the new mobile app, enables students to study on the go. Students can read 
and listen to Cengage eTextbooks, and highlight and take notes when and where it’s most 
convenient, both online and off. Best of all, it’s free to download on any smartphone or tablet.

Instructors

Access your World Politics, Eighteenth Edition resources via www.cengage.com/login.
Log in using your Cengage Learning single sign-on user name and password, or create a 

new instructor account by clicking on “New Faculty User” and following the instructions.

Instructor Companion Website 
for World Politics, Eighteenth 
Edition—for Instructors Only

ISBN: 9798214135267

This Instructor Companion Website is an all-in-one multimedia online resource for class  
preparation, presentation, and testing. Accessible through Cengage.com/login with your fac-
ulty account, you will find available for download: book-specific Microsoft® PowerPoint® pre-
sentations; a Test Bank compatible with multiple learning management systems (LMSs); and 
an Instructor’s Manual.

35250_fm_ptg01_i-xxx.indd   15 1/13/24   12:01 PM

Copyright 2025 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s).

Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.
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The Test Bank, offered in Blackboard, Moodle, Desire2Learn, Canvas, and Angel formats, 
contains Learning Objective–specific multiple-choice and essay questions for each chapter. 
Import the Test Bank into your LMS to edit and manage questions and to create tests.

The Instructor’s Manual contains chapter-specific Learning Objectives, an outline, key 
terms with definitions, and a chapter summary. Additionally, the Instructor’s Manual features 
a critical thinking question, lecture-launching suggestion, and an in-class activity for each 
Learning Objective.

The Microsoft® PowerPoint® presentations provide ample opportunities for generating 
classroom discussion and engagement. They offer ready-to-use, visual outlines of each chapter 
that may be easily customized for your lectures. Access the Instructor Companion Website 
at www.cengage.com/login.

Cognero for World Politics, 
Eighteenth Edition
ISBN: 9798214135274

Cengage Testing Powered by Cognero is a flexible, online system that allows you to author, 
edit, and manage Test Bank content from multiple Cengage solutions; create multiple test 
versions in an instant; and deliver tests from your LMS, your classroom, or wherever you 
want. The Test Bank for World Politics, Eighteenth Edition, contains learning objective–specific 
multiple-choice and essay questions for each chapter.
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A World Without Borders

Reflecting on his space shuttle experi-

ence, astronaut Sultan bin Salman Al-Saud 

remarked that “the first day or so we all 

pointed to our countries. The third or fourth 

day we were pointing to our continents. By 

the fifth day, we were aware of only one 

Earth.” As viewed from outer space, planet 

Earth looks as if it has continents without bor-

ders. As viewed from newspaper headlines, 

however, world politics looks much different.

These are turbulent times, inspiring both  anxiety 
and hope. What lies ahead for the world? What 
are we to think about the global future? Part 1 
of this book introduces you to the study of 
world politics in a period of rapid change. It 
opens a window on the many unfolding trends, 
some of them moving in contrary directions. 
Chapter 1, Discovering World  Politics looks 
at our perceptions of global events and real-
ities, explains how they can lead to distorted 
understandings, and suggests ways to move 
beyond the limited scope of those views. 
Chapter 2,  Interpreting World Politics Through 
the Lens of Theory continues with an overview 
of the realist,  liberal, and constructivist theoret-
ical traditions that scholars and policy makers 
use most often to interpret world politics. It also considers the 
feminist and Marxist  critiques of these mainstream traditions. 
Chapter 3, Theories of International Decision Making further 
strengthens your understanding of world politics by introducing 
ways of looking at international decision-making processes: at 
the individual, internal, and global levels of analysis.

Part 1
Trend and Transformation 
in World Politics
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2

Learning Objectives

LO 1-1 Describe the core difficulty of investigating human phenomena such as international relations.
LO 1-2 Explain how different ways in which we perceive reality can influence international politics.
LO 1-3 Identify foundational concepts and units of analysis used to assess world politics.

Image 1.1 What Future for Humankind? Many global trends are sweeping across a transforming planet. Environmental issues 
often transcend state boundaries and call for a global response. Shown here, thousands of youth demonstrate in Parliament Square in central 
London to object to the government’s lack of action regarding climate change. Inspired by activist Greta Thunberg, who as a 15-year-old 
started a school strike in Sweden to bring awareness to the climate crisis, thousands of young people have joined the movement to demand 
urgent action. How might you influence the future of world politics?

Chapter 1
Discovering World Politics
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  Chapter 1 3

If we are to prosper together in our increasingly small world, we must listen to—and learn 
from each other’s stories.”

—Queen Noor of Jordan, Philanthropist

Imagine yourself returning home from a two-week vacation on a tropical island where 
you were completely “off the grid,” with no access to the news. The trip gave you a well- 
deserved break before starting a new school term, but now you are curious about what 

has happened while you were away. Checking your newsfeed, the headlines catch your eye. 
The war in Ukraine continues, with the United Nations reporting high rates of torture and 
ill-treatment of detainees in areas of the country occupied by Russia. Ukraine has received 
military support from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), as well as support for 
joining the alliance in the future when security conditions have stabilized. In Russia, President 
Vladimir Putin met with members of the Wagner Group, a powerful mercenary organization, 
following their failed insurrection against him a week earlier. You wonder what this means 
for the Russian regime and its invasion of Ukraine. With heightened fears of the spread of 
instability in Eastern Europe, you wonder if it will affect your plans to study abroad there 
next year. You also read that fierce fighting in Sudan has erupted yet again, with more than a 
half-million Sudanese people having fled the country in the first three months of fighting. You 
speculate that we may be witnessing the deterioration of the country’s government.

Listening to reports on the radio on your drive home, you hear coverage of dramatic and 
punishing weather events, from unusually heavy rainfall causing flooding and landslides in 
Japan and India to the first snowfall in a decade in Johannesburg, South Africa to extreme 
heatwaves across the United States. You wonder if these are anomalies, or whether they are 
part of an alarming trend of global climate change. You are encouraged to hear that European 
lawmakers approved a bill that would require European Union countries to restore 20 percent 
of degraded nature areas.

Shortly after arriving home, you get a news alert that inflation in the United States has 
dropped to the lowest level in more than two years. You are excited about the improving eco-
nomic prospects and hope that conditions continue to improve before you graduate and enter 
the job market. You observe, however, that despite a constructive meeting between represen-
tatives from the United States and China, tensions remain over their trade relationship, with 
China indicating that it will reduce its dependence on U.S. manufacturing and the United 
States pursuing restrictions on the trade of sensitive technologies.

You decide to seek out some positive news and find a couple of interesting podcasts to listen 
to while you unpack. You learn that the United States has destroyed the last declared chemical 
weapon—a rocket filled with sarin nerve agent—in its possession. In doing so, the country met 
the deadline established in the Chemical Weapons Convention of 1997 for elimination of these 
weapons of mass destruction. You also hear that the Five Guys hamburger restaurant has opened 
its first location in South Korea and served more than 2,000 enthusiastic customers the first day. 
You begin to think that a hamburger sounds pretty good for your dinner.

The scenario just described is not hypothetical. The events identified record what actu-
ally occurred during the month of July 2023. Undoubtedly, many individuals experienced 

❝
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4 Discovering World Politics

fear and confusion during this period. However, it is, uncomfortably, not so different from 
other eras. Putting this information about unfolding events together, you cannot help but 
be reminded that international affairs matter and events around the world powerfully affect 
your circumstances and future. The “news” you received is not truly new, because it echoes 
many old stories from the past about the growing turmoil sweeping the contemporary world. 
Nevertheless, the temptation to wish that this depressing, chaotic world would just go away 
is overwhelming. If only the unstable world would be still long enough for a sense of predict-
ability and order to prevail. . . . Alas, that does not appear likely. You cannot escape the world 
or control its turbulence, and you cannot single-handedly alter its character.

We are all a part of this world. Because world events increasingly influence every person, 
we must embrace the challenge of discovering the dynamic properties of world politics. That 
is, by carefully observing and better understanding how the decisions and behavior of indi-
viduals, states, and transnational actors influence the global condition, how developments 
around the world are remaking our political and economic lives, and how the global system 
works, we can more effectively adapt to life amid the prevailing winds of global change. Only 
by doing so can we address what former U.S. President Bill Clinton identified in his first 
inaugural address as “the question of our time—whether we can make change our friend and 
not our enemy.”

 “Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. Education is the 
premise of progress, in every society, in every family.”

—Kofi Annan, Former UN Secretary General

The Challenge of Investigating 
International Relations

LO 1-1 Describe the core difficulty of investigating human phenomena such as international 
relations.

To understand the political convulsions that confront the world’s more than 8 billion people, 
it is critical that we perceive our times accurately. Yet interpreting the world in which we now 
live and anticipating what lies ahead for the globe’s future—and yours—presents formidable 
challenges. Indeed, it could be the most difficult task you will ever face. Why? In part, it is 
because the study of international relations requires considering every factor that influences 
human behavior. This is a task that seminal scientist Albert Einstein believed is extremely 
challenging. He once hinted at how big the challenge of explaining world politics was when 
he was asked, “Why is it that when the mind of man has stretched so far as to discover the 
structure of the atom we have been unable to devise the political means to keep the atom from 
destroying us?” He replied, “This is simple, my friend; it is because politics is more difficult 
than physics.”

Another part of the challenge stems from our constant bombardment with a bewildering 
amount of new information and new developments, and the tendency of people to resist new 

world politics
The study of how 
global actors’ 
activities entail the 
exercise of influence 
to achieve and 
defend their goals 
and ideals, and how 
it affects the world 
at large.
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  Chapter 1 5

information and ideas that undermine their habitual ways of thinking about world affairs. 
We know from repeated studies that people do not want to accept ideas that do not conform 
to their prior beliefs. A purpose of this book is to help you question your preexisting beliefs 
about world politics and the many actors on the world’s stage. To that end, we ask you to eval-
uate rival perspectives on global issues, even if they differ from your current images. Indeed, 
we expose you to prevailing schools of thought that you may find unconvincing, and possi-
bly offensive.

Why are they included? Many other people make these views the bedrock of their inter-
pretations of the world around them, and these viewpoints accordingly enjoy a popular fol-
lowing. For this reason, the text describes some visions of world politics with which even 
your authors may not agree so that you may weigh the wisdom or foolishness of contending 
perspectives. The interpretive challenge is to observe unfolding global realities objectively in 
order to describe and explain them accurately.

To appreciate how our images of reality shape our expectations, we begin with a brief 
introduction to the role that subjective images play in understanding world politics. We then 
present a set of analytic tools that this book uses to help you overcome perceptual obstacles 
to understanding world politics and to empower you to more capably interpret the forces of 
change and continuity that affect our world.

How Do Perceptions Influence 
Images of Global Reality?

LO 1-2 Explain how different ways in which we perceive reality can influence international 
politics.

Although you may not have attempted to explicitly define your perceptions about the world 
in your subconscious, we all hold mental images of world politics. Whatever our level of 
self-awareness, these images perform the same function: They simplify “reality” by exaggerat-
ing some features of the real world while ignoring others. Thus, we live in a world defined by 
our images.

Many of our images of the world’s political realities are shaped by illusions and miscon-
ceptions. Our images cannot fully capture the complexity and configurations of even physical 
objects, such as the globe itself (refer to “Controversy: Should We Believe What We See?”). 
Even images that are currently accurate can easily become outdated if we fail to recognize 
changes in the world. Indeed, the world’s future will be determined not only by changes in the 
“objective” facts of world politics but also by the meaning that people ascribe to those facts, 
the assumptions on which they base their interpretations, and the actions that flow from these 
assumptions and interpretations—however accurate or inaccurate they might be.

The Nature and Sources of Images
The effort to simplify one’s view of the world is inevitable and even necessary. Just as 
 cartographers’ projections simplify complex geophysical space so that we can better understand 
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6 Discovering World Politics

Controversy
Should We Believe What 
We See?

Without questioning whether the ways they have 
organized their perceptions are accurate, many 
people simply assume seeing is believing. But is 
there more to seeing than meets the eye? Students 
of perceptual psychology think so. They maintain 
that seeing is not a strictly passive act: What we 
observe is influenced by our preexisting values and 
expectations (and by the visual habits reinforced by 
the constructions society has inculcated in us about 
how to view objects). Students of perception argue 
that what you see is what you get, and that two 
observers looking at the same object might easily see 
different realities.

This principle has great importance for the 
investigation of international relations, where, 
depending on one’s perspective, people can vary 
greatly on how they view international events, actors, 
and issues. Intense disagreements often arise from 
competing images.

To appreciate the controversies that can result 
when different people (with different perspectives) 
see different realities, even though they are 
looking at the same thing, consider something 
as basic as objectively viewing the location and 
size of the world’s continents. All maps of the 
globe are distorted because it is impossible to 
perfectly represent the three-dimensional globe 
on a two-dimensional piece of paper. The difficulty 
cartographers face can be appreciated by trying 
to flatten an orange peel. You can only flatten it by 
separating pieces of the peel that were joined when 
it was spherical.

Cartographers who try to flatten the globe on 
paper without ripping it into separate pieces face the 
same problem. Although there are a variety of ways 

to represent three-dimensional objects on paper, 
all of them involve some kind of distortion. Thus, 
cartographers must choose among the imperfect 
ways of representing the globe by selecting those 
aspects of the world’s geography they consider most 
important to describe accurately, while adjusting 
other parts.

There exists a long-standing controversy among 
cartographers about the “right” way to map the 
globe; that is, how to make an accurate projection. 
Consider these four maps (Maps 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, and 
1.4). Cartographers’ ideas of what is most important 
in world geography have varied according to their own 
global perspectives. Each depicts the distribution of 
the Earth’s land surfaces and territory but portrays 
a different image. In turn, the accuracy of their rival 
maps matters politically because they shape how 
people view what is important.

What Do You Think?
1. What are some of the policy implications 

associated with the image of the world as 
depicted in each of the respective projections?

2. Why are some features of the map distorted? 
Consider the role that politics, history, culture, and 
racism, among others, might play. Can you think 
of any ways modern cartographers might modify 
any of these world projections?

3. In thinking about images and the important role 
they play in foreign policy, should a consensus be 
reached as to the map that is distorted the least? 
Would it be better for everyone to use one map 
or to use many different types of projections? 
Why?

(Continued )
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  Chapter 1 7

Map 1.1 Mercator Projection Named 
for the Flemish cartographer Gerard Mercator, this 
Mercator projection was popular in sixteenth-century 
Europe and presents a classic Eurocentric view of the 
world. It mapped the Earth without distorting direction, 
making it useful for navigators. However, distances were 
deceptive, placing Europe at the center of the world and 
exaggerating the continent’s importance relative to other 
landmasses.

Map 1.3 Orthographic Projection The 
orthographic projection, centering on the mid-Atlantic, 
conveys some sense of the curvature of the Earth by 
using rounded edges. The sizes and shapes of continents 
toward the outer edges of the circle are distorted to give a 
sense of spherical perspective.

Map 1.4 “Upside-Down” Projection This 
projection gives a different perspective on the world 
by depicting it upside down, with the Global South 
positioned above the Global North. The map challenges 
the modern Eurocentric conceptualization of the 
positions of the globe’s countries and peoples by putting 
the Global South “on top.”

Map 1.2 Peter’s Projection In the Peter’s 
projection, each landmass appears in correct proportion 
in relation to all others, but it distorts the shape and 
position of the Earth’s landmasses. In contrast to most 
geographic representations, it draws attention to the 
less developed countries of the Global South, where 
more than three-quarters of the world’s population lives 
today.
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8 Discovering World Politics

the world, each of us inevitably creates a “mental map”—a habitual way of  organizing 
 information—to make sense of a confusing abundance of information. These mental maps 
are neither right nor wrong, and they are important because we tend to react according to the 
way the world appears to us rather than to the way it is.

How we perceive the world (not what it is really like) determines our attitudes, our beliefs, 
and our behavior. Most of us—political leaders included—look for information that rein-
forces our preexisting beliefs about the world, assimilate new data into familiar images, mis-
takenly equate what we believe with what we know, and ignore information that contradicts 
our expectations. We also rely on our intuition without thinking and emotionally make snap 
judgments (Walker et al., 2011).

In addition, we rely on learned habits for viewing new information and making judgments, 
because these “schemas” guide our perceptions and help us organize information. Research in 
cognitive psychology shows that human beings are “categorizers” who match what they see 
with images in their memories of prototypical events. People attempting to understand the 
world use schematic reasoning to interpret new information in terms of these existing mem-
ory structures. The absentminded professor, the shady lawyer, and the kindly grandmother 
are examples of “stock” images that many of us have created about certain types of people. 
Although the professors, lawyers, and grandmothers that we meet may bear only a superficial 
resemblance to these stereotypical images, when we know little about someone, we shape our 
expectations in terms of presumed similarities to these characters.

Many factors shape our images, including how we were socialized as children, traumatic 
events we experience that shape our personality and psychological needs, exposure to the ideas 
of people whose expertise we respect, and the opinions about world affairs expressed by our 
frequent associates such as close friends and coworkers. Once we have acquired an image, it 
seems self-evident. Accordingly, we try to keep that image consistent with other beliefs, and 
through a psychological process known as cognitive dissonance we reject information that 
contradicts that image of the world. In short, our minds select, screen, and filter information; 
consequently, our perceptions depend not only on what happens in daily life but also on how 
we interpret and internalize those events.

The Impact of Perceptions on World Politics
We must be careful not to assume automatically that what applies to individuals applies to 
entire countries, and we should not equate the beliefs of leaders, such as heads of state, with the 
beliefs of the people under their authority. Still, leaders have extraordinary influence, and their 
images of historical circumstances often predispose them to behave in particular ways toward 
others, regardless of “objective” facts. For instance, the loss of 26 million Soviet lives in the 
“Great Patriotic War” (as the Russians refer to World War II) reinforced a  longstanding fear of 
foreign invasion, which caused a generation of Soviet policy makers to perceive U.S. defensive 
moves with suspicion and often alarm.

Similarly, the founders of the United States viewed eighteenth-century European power 
politics and its repetitive wars as corrupt, contributing to two seemingly contradictory 
 tendencies later evident in U.S. foreign policy. The first is America’s impulse to isolate itself 

schematic 
reasoning
The process of rea-
soning by which new 
information is inter-
preted according to 
a memory structure, 
called a schema, 
which contains a 
network of generic 
scripts, metaphors, 
and simplified 
characterizations 
of observed objects 
and phenomena.

cognitive 
dissonance
The general psycho-
logical tendency to 
deny discrepancies 
between one’s 
preexisting beliefs 
(cognitions) and new 
information.
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  Chapter 1 9

(its disposition to withdraw from world affairs), and the other is its determination to reform 
the world in its own image whenever global circumstances become highly threatening. The 
former led the country to reject membership in the League of Nations after World War I; the 
latter gave rise to the U.S. globalist foreign policy following World War II, which committed 
the country to active involvement nearly everywhere on nearly every issue. Many Americans, 
thinking of their country as virtuous, have difficulty understanding why others sometimes 
regard such far-reaching international activism as arrogant or threatening; instead, they see 
only good intentions in active U.S. interventionism.

Because leaders and citizens are prone to ignore or reinterpret information that runs 
counter to their beliefs and values, mutual misperceptions often fuel discord in world  politics, 
especially when relations between countries are hostile and “the understandable desire to 
rally popular support encourages governments to describe their own cause as wholly just and 
to portray their opponents as the embodiment of evil” (Walt, 2022b, p. 5). Distrust and 
suspicion arise as conflicting parties view each other in the same negative light—that is, as 
mirror images develop. This occurred in Moscow and Washington during the Cold War. 
Each side saw its own actions as constructive but its adversary’s responses as hostile, and both 
sides erroneously assumed that their counterpart would clearly interpret the intentions of their 
own policy initiatives. When psychologist Urie Bronfenbrenner (1961) traveled to Moscow, 
for example, he was amazed to hear Russians describing the United States in terms that were 
strikingly like the way Americans described the Soviet Union: Each side saw itself as virtuous 
and peace-loving, whereas the other was seen as untrustworthy, aggressive, and ruled by a 
 corrupt government.

Mirror-imaging is a property of nearly all enduring rivalries—long-lasting  contests 
between opposing groups. For example, in rivalries such as that of Christianity with 
Islam during the Crusades in the Middle Ages, Israel and Palestine since the birth of the 
 sovereign state of Israel in 1948, and India and Pakistan since decolonization in 1947, 
both sides  demonize the image of their adversary while perceiving themselves as virtuous.  
Self- righteousness often leads one party to view its own actions as constructive but its 
 adversary’s responses as negative and hostile.

When this occurs, conflict resolution is extraordinarily difficult. Not only do the oppos-
ing sides have different preferences for certain outcomes over others, but they do not see the 
underlying issues in the same light. Further complicating matters, the mirror images held by 
rivals tend to be self-confirming. When one side expects the other to be hostile, it may treat 
its opponent in a manner that leads the opponent to take counteractions that confirm the 
original expectation, therein creating a vicious circle of deepening hostilities that reduce the 
prospects for peace (Mauslein and Pickering, 2021). Clearing up mutual misperceptions 
can facilitate negotiations between the parties, but fostering peace is not simply a matter of 
expanding trade and other forms of transnational contact, or even of bringing political leaders 
together in international summits. Rather, it is a matter of changing deeply entrenched beliefs.

Although our constructed images of world politics are resistant to change, change is pos-
sible. Overcoming old thinking habits sometimes occurs when we experience punishment or 
discomfort as a result of clinging to false assumptions. As Benjamin Franklin once observed, 
“The things that hurt, instruct.” Dramatic events in particular can alter international images, 

mirror images
The tendency of 
states and people in 
competitive interac-
tion to perceive each 
other similarly—to 
see others the same 
hostile way others 
see them.

enduring 
rivalries
Prolonged com-
petition fueled by 
deep-seated mutual 
hatred that leads 
opposed actors to 
feud and fight over 
a long period of time 
without resolution of 
their conflict.
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