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FOREWORD

This ninth edition of Family Violence is a revised and updated text and is joined by Julie
L. Globokar, Associate Professor in the Sociology Department at Concordia University-
Chicago. The term “family violence” refers to criminal acts with family members as
offenders, victims and offender-victims. It includes: child physical/sexual abuse and neg-
lect; spouse abuse including marital rape; the development of shelters; and elder physical/
sexual/financial abuse and neglect. Violence and neglect of children were among the first
major types of family violence studied beginning in the early 1960s, generally followed by
spouse abuse, mostly concerning women as victims, and then the study of elder abuse vic-
timization. A major component of the history of family violence as a topic of intense inter-
est in the U.S., beyond its study, has been its interaction with the criminal justice system,
especially the creation of new laws, their applications and the institutional responses to its
victims. Some of the more recent areas that have evolved are: sibling abuse, child exploit-
ation and trafficking, stalking, and, with the changes in the family structure and types of
relations, the focus on intimate partner violence and the evolution of emergency shelters
for elder abuse victims. From the first edition of this text and still valid today, in the words
of Professor Wallace, “the field of family violence is broad and multifaceted.” The defin-
ition for family violence presented herein is: “any act or omission by persons who are coha-
bitating or living together as a family that results in serious injury to other members of the
family.”

On a personal note, I have watched the field of family violence grow since the initial
pioneering work of Erin Pizzey in London, England with the Chiswick Women’s Aid, the
first refuge for battered wives in the world in 1974. This was followed by the 1975 proc-
lamation by the National Organization of Women (NOW) that marital violence was
a major issue in the U.S. My early involvement with domestic violence occurred in 1977
while serving as the founder/director of the Institute of Research and Evaluation, Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice, at the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. Three
married women who worked for me, two as secretaries and one as a researcher, were
being severely abused by their husbands. Their plight and my involvement with their
responses trying to cope, my early work with victimology, victim assistance and the cre-
ation of NOVA in 1976, led me to form a program in Hattiesburg to bring local atten-
tion to this problem and to establish the Coalition Against Spouse Abuse (CASA) in
1978. This coalition and other advocacy and shelter efforts eventually morphed into
a state-wide coalition against domestic violence in 1980. In the years that followed there
was a phenomenal explosion of programs, laws and research, for and about victims of
family violence, and from what had been a deafening silence there arose a loud voice
reflected in a great abundance of administrative resources, research findings and victim
services. A significant part of this wealth was the profusion of textbooks documenting
new laws, legal and clinical practices, funding opportunities, government and non-
government organizations, concepts, findings, courses and ways of preventing and treat-
ing these victims. The launching of Harvey Wallace’s first edition in 1996 captured this
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rich and evolving field which, with this new edition, continues to contribute and refine this
expansive and significant study of family violence, now a major part of our national conversa-
tion about human rights and its impact on contemporary life in the United States. Starting
with the fifth edition, the involvement of Cliff Roberson has perpetuated the legacy of Harvey
Wallace. Beginning with this, the ninth edition, is the addition of a third author, Julie
L. Globokar.

This text is very well-organized, balanced, comprehensive, up-to-date, student-friendly,
well-priced and clearly written. In my judgement, this premier text on family violence stands
head and shoulders above all others.

John P. J. Dussich, Ph.D.
Emeritus Professor of Criminology,
California State University, Fresno
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PREFACE

As noted by Professor Wallace in the first edition, the study of family violence is
a complex, multifaceted experience. By its very nature, family violence involves phys-
icians, nurses, psychiatrists, psychologists, family counselors, educators, social workers,
attorneys, judges, and law enforcement officials. While these professionals have expertise
in their own areas of specialization, they may not understand or appreciate the difficulties
experienced by others in their areas of interest. For example, a member of the medical
profession may be able to diagnose physical injuries but not understand the complexities
of the courtroom.

As a nation, we are becoming more aware of the extent and nature of family violence.
Nationally broadcast trials have brought family violence into our front rooms.

Many states require students in certain fields of study to take courses in specific areas
of family violence as a condition of receiving a license to practice. Law enforcement
agencies are generally not required to respond in certain ways to domestic abuse cases.
Many times, members of the medical profession are the first to encounter victims of
family violence. They must not only recognize the physical and emotional symptoms of
the victims but also understand how their own role relates to law enforcement and the
legal system. Criminal justice professionals, including law enforcement personnel, are
becoming more involved in cases of family violence.

As this text discusses, no single cause or factor contributes to family violence. This,
however, should not deter students and professionals from understanding the existing
controversies in the field. These factors must be understood to appreciate fully the conse-
quences of family violence.

Family violence courses are becoming more common at the junior and community
college level. Many of these courses are offered in the areas of sociology, nursing, and
law enforcement. They are providing students with a much-needed perspective on
a topic that for too long has been left in the area of upper-division courses or graduate
study. The study of family violence does not belong only in the rarified atmosphere of
select university classes. Rather, it is a subject with which more people should become
familiar.

A survey of law enforcement agencies indicated their desire for new recruits to receive
formal training in family violence. In addition, professionals are becoming more aware
that they must adopt an interdisciplinary approach to this problem, and more and more
seminars are being offered in the area of family violence. These developments are both
a blessing and a curse. On one hand, as we learn more about family violence, we are
better able to respond to it. At the same time, the more we learn, the more we must be
aware that there are increasing data in this field and that we can be overwhelmed with
studies and their results. We are rapidly approaching an overload of information based
on this research and yet have failed to agree on something as simple as a definition for
the term family violence.
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The study of family violence has many excellent texts that completely cover specific areas
of this topic. There are comprehensive treatises on intimate partner abuse, child abuse, treat-
ment, intervention, and legal issues of family violence. Because this area is so fragmented and
complex, the problem arises of finding one source that provides an overview or introduction
while supplying references that allow the reader to expand his or her knowledge in a specific
area. This text is an attempt to examine the more commonly discussed topics of family vio-
lence from medical, social, and legal perspectives. It addresses specialized topics, such as
sexual harassment, stalking, and victims’ rights, that are normally not found in many family
violence texts. This text is an introduction to this complex area, and it provides the reader
with sufficient knowledge to understand the various dynamics involved in family violence.

Since the publication of the first edition of this text in 1996, many aspects of family vio-
lence have changed. Numerous states have passed additional laws affording victims of family
violence more protection. New textbooks and academic journals provide additional research
into this complex area. However, the dilemmas faced by professionals in the field remain the
same. New and important research is being conducted even as this text goes to print. The
authors have attempted to add new information that affects professionals in the field. We
must strive to understand how to deal with victims of family violence who are different from
you and me. We must also understand the impact and consequences of family violence.

This edition continues to change and adapt, as does the knowledge and research in this
evolving area. Rather than undertaking a complete rewrite of the text, the authors have relied
on comments from other academics, researchers, and reviewers to update and modify this
edition. A series of Promising Practices boxes that bring professional knowledge and accom-
plishments into the classroom was first added in the eighth edition and continued in this edi-
tion. These are not the only promising practices in the field; rather, space dictated that the
authors limit the number and type of procedures that are currently being used by profes-
sionals in the field. The authors have also included international perspectives in this edition.
These perspectives allow students to understand that family violence crosses borders and cul-
tures. For example, the Istanbul Convention of the 2011 Council of Europe Convention on
preventing and combatting violence against women and domestic violence provides us with
a working definition of the phrase “violence against women.” The Convention defines the
phrase as a violation of human rights and a form of discrimination against women and
means all acts of gender-based violence that result in or are likely to cause physical, sexual,
psychological, or economic harm or suffering to women.

Many additional updates and new materials are spread across this edition, including child
homicide, family violence in the military, churches’ responses to family violence, and an
expanded section on police officers who abuse their spouses.

Comments or suggestions for improvement to the text, corrections, etc. may be submitted
to cliff.roberson@washburn.edu or to julie.globokar@gmail.com
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1
Characteristics and

Consequences of Family Violence

CHAPTER OBJECTIVES

After studying this chapter, you should be able to:

▪ Explain what acts or conduct are considered to constitute family violence;

▪ Discuss the consequences of family violence;

▪ List and explain the mandatory reporting laws on child abuse;

▪ Recognize the extent of family violence in today’s society;

▪ Understand the widely used intervention strategies used in dealing with family
violence;

▪ Recognize and explain the controversies in family violence.

Detailed Look at What You Should Know About Family Violence

▪ It is difficult to define what constitutes family violence.

▪ There are inherent problems in attempting to measure the extent of family violence.

▪ The study of family violence is still in its infancy.

▪ There are numerous myths and misconceptions that surround family violence.

▪ Family violence is a wide-ranging concept that must remain flexible to adaption as we
learn more about its scope and impact.

▪ The term serious injury may involve physical or emotional harm or a violation of
another family member’s rights and freedom of choice.

▪ Intervention strategies vary widely in dealing with family violence.
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▪ The most commonly relied on data on the extent of family violence are reports by
local law enforcement agencies, the American Humane Society, the Uniform Crime
Reports (UCR), and the National Crime Victimization Survey.

▪ Since the adoption of the mandatory reporting laws for child abuse, and in some
states mandatory arrest of those accused of intimate partner abuse, local agencies have
been able to provide researchers with a wealth of information regarding family
violence.

▪ The Violence Against Women Act provides a fundamental change in the criminal
justice system’s gathering of information on violent crimes committed against women.

▪ The UCR program is a nationwide statistical compilation involving more than 1,800
cities, counties, states, and other law enforcement agencies that voluntarily report data
on reported crimes.

▪ The psychiatric model tries to understand family violence by analyzing the offender’s
personality traits and mental status.

▪ The psychopathology theory is grounded on the concept that certain individuals
suffer from mental illness, personality disorders, and other dysfunctions that cause
them to engage in aggressive acts within the family.

▪ The substance abuse theory accepts the proposition that drugs or alcohol cause or
contribute to family violence.

▪ The social-psychological model analyzes external environmental factors that affect the
family unit. Factors such as stress, family structure, the intergenerational transmission
of violence, and family interactions are all considered as primary causes of family
violence.

▪ The social learning theory assumes that the type of behavior most frequently
reinforced by others is the one most often exhibited by the individual.

▪ The exchange theory is based on the premise that persons act according to a system
of rewards or punishments.

▪ The frustration-aggression theory is based on the premise that human beings display
aggression toward objects that impede their achievement of certain goals.

▪ The ecological theory is based on an analysis of the organism and the environment,
the interacting systems in which family development occurs, and the environment in
which the family resides.

▪ The sociobiology or evolutionary theory is based on the concept that parents display
aggressive acts toward children who are not their own or do not have the potential to
reproduce.

▪ The sociocultural model of family violence focuses on the roles of men and women in
our society as well as on the cultural attitudes toward women and the acceptance of
violence as a cause of family violence.

▪ The culture of violence theory is based on the premise that violence is unevenly
distributed within our society, and that violence is more prevalent in the lower
socioeconomic sectors of society.
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▪ The patriarchy theory views society as dominated by men, with women in
subordinate positions, treated by men as possessions and things.

▪ The general systems theory views the maintenance of violence as a result of the social
system in which families live.

▪ The social conflict theory analyzes large-scale conflicts, marriages, and the
communication process.

▪ The resource theory is based on the proposition that the one who controls resources,
such as money, property, or prestige, is in the dominant position in a relationship.

▪ The intergenerational transmission of violence theory was formerly known as the
cycle of violence theory.

▪ One of the most obvious consequences of family violence is the physical injuries
suffered by victims. These injuries are easy to observe and treat.

▪ There are four general classifications of physical injuries inflicted on victims of family
violence: immediate injuries that heal leaving no trace, injuries that leave visible scars,
unknown long-term physical injuries, and long-term catastrophic injuries.

▪ The types of physical injuries suffered by victims of family violence can cover the
entire spectrum of illness, from simple bruises to deadly gunshot wounds to the head.

▪ Acute stress disorder (ASD) is acute stress that is experienced in the immediate
aftermath of a traumatic event.

▪ Posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is defined as the development of characteristic
symptoms following a psychologically distressing event that is outside the range of
usual human experience.

▪ Victims of family violence may suffer a wide variety of mental disorders as a result of
their victimization.

INTRODUCTION

The study of family violence as a discipline is still in its infancy. In U.S. society, numer-
ous myths and misconceptions are present when examining family violence issues and
prevention techniques. Many laypersons, students, and professionals are skeptical regard-
ing the dynamics involved in family violence. It is not uncommon to hear “Persons who
molest children are mentally deranged,” and “Women who stay with abusive partners
must really like it or deserve it.” Otherwise knowledgeable individuals display an alarm-
ing lack of understanding regarding the various aspects and issues involved.

The media, including television and popular magazines, have brought the specter
of family violence into our living rooms on a daily basis. For example, in 2007 Court TV
covered the trial of Mary Winkler, a former schoolteacher accused of killing her pastor
husband. During the three days of jury selection, the defense lawyers and prosecutors
used phrases such as “spousal abuse,” “brainwashed,” and “fog of war.” Through
questions from Winkler’s lawyers about battered wife syndrome and posttraumatic stress
disorder, the defense painted a picture of the defendant as an abused spouse whose role
as a minister’s wife elevated her status in the community while isolating her from it

Chapter 1 • Consequences of Family Violence 3



within a “fishbowl.” Her lawyers suggested that her situation rendered her incapable of
seeking help or escaping the abusive marriage. During jury selection, the defense attorney
asked potential jurors: “Do you all agree with me that people, especially women, will live
in an abusive relationship for a variety of reasons?” Two prospective female panelists,
who said they were once victims of domestic violence, agreed that abandoning the
abusive relationships was not as easy as it seemed.1

From May to July 2011, CNN and other news media brought the investigations
and court proceedings involving the death of two-year-old Caylee Marie Anthony into
our living rooms with numerous updates each hour. Caylee’s mother Casey Anthony was
charged with killing Caylee. Casey was acquitted on July 5, 2011. The verdict was greeted
with public outrage, and was both attacked and defended by media and legal commenta-
tors. Some complained that the jury misunderstood the meaning of reasonable doubt,
while others said the prosecution relied too heavily on the defendant’s allegedly poor
moral character because it had been unable to show conclusively how the victim had
died. Time magazine described the case as “the social media trial of the century.”

In 2014, a video surfaced of then-Baltimore Ravens running back Ray Rice
dragging his unconscious fiancé out of an elevator at an Atlantic City casino. A second
video later surfaced showing the preceding moments when Rice knocked his fiancé
unconscious in the elevator. The NFL came under criticism for initially only giving Rice
a two-game suspension for the incident and increasing his penalty only after the case
began to draw more publicity. Many believed that the NFL was failing to sufficiently
address the issue of violence against women among its players.

In response to this criticism, the NFL took a number of steps to improve their
internal handling of domestic violence and sexual assault cases. They contracted with
former FBI Director Robert Mueller to evaluate their response to such incidents. In
response to his feedback they hired a former sex crimes prosecutor to assist with investi-
gations and enlisted a panel of domestic violence experts for consultation. They also
implemented more stringent penalties for violations of the League’s personal conduct
policy. The NFL began to air public service announcements to raise awareness about
domestic violence in stadiums and during NFL broadcasts.

There continue to be questions about whether these steps have been sufficient. In
2018, a video emerged of then-Kansas City Chiefs running back Kareem Hunt assaulting
a woman in a Cleveland hotel. Many felt that, similar to the Rice incident, the League’s
response to the incident was prompted primarily by bad publicity, not concern for the
behavior. Another incident around the same time involved then-San Francisco 49ers
linebacker Reuben Foster. While Foster was released from the team, the Washington
Redskins quickly expressed interest in acquiring him. These incidents and others con-
tinue to draw attention to the NFL’s handling of domestic violence cases.

Numerous controversies in the area of family violence are discussed in this
textbook. No definition of the term family violence has been universally accepted by
all scholars, researchers, and other professionals. The full extent and nature of the
subject is still being debated. However, statistics gathered from independent
research as well as projections from state and federal agencies clearly establish its
widespread existence.
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DEFINITION

Simply defining the term family violence causes debate. Some argue that the use of the
word family is too restrictive and should be replaced with the term intimate, because cur-
rent research includes studies of couples who cohabitate but are not necessarily married.
However, most professionals now accept the idea that a family unit may exist without
any formal sanction such as a marriage ceremony. Therefore, the term family will be
used to include situations in which individuals are living together regardless of whether
they are legally married. Family violence can affect families of all forms, including those
with or without children, couples of any gender or sexual orientation, and those of any
race, class, culture, religion, or ethnicity.

Violence implies physical acts that result in injuries to the victim. As will be discussed,
some forms of family violence involve the withholding of physical or emotional support and
can have devastating long-term consequences for the victim. Therefore, violence within this
context includes physical or mental acts or omissions that result in injuries to the victim. Vio-
lence may also be directed at restricting or denying another person certain rights or liberties.

The concept of family violence includes several subtopics, such as child abuse,
intimate partner abuse, and elder abuse. It is therefore a wide-ranging concept that

Focus

Ninety percent of the time, the best predictor
of domestic violence is past behavior.

Source: B. Auchter, “Men Who Murder Their Families,” NIJ Journal, No. 266, (2010), page 11.

Most researchers believe that the best way to reduce
partnership violence is through education, awareness,
and prevention.
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must remain flexible to adaption as we learn more about its scope and impact. The
definition of family violence for purposes of this textbook is: any act or omission by
persons who are cohabitating or living together as a family that results in serious
injury to other members of the family. This definition includes those who live together
or are married. It also includes same gender couples living together as a family
regardless of their marital status. The term serious injury may involve physical or
emotional harm or a violation of another family member’s rights and freedom of
choice. As will be seen, the great majority of victims of family violence are females
or children. This is not to say that men are not battered.2 However, they are in the
minority, and the reasons for this disparity are discussed in detail in Chapter 2,
which deals with intimate partner abuse. This definition is broader than Straus,
Gelles, and Steinmetz’s approach to family violence, because their study did not
include neglect.3 It goes beyond Pagelow’s definition in that it specifically applies to
those who live with other persons.4

The topic of family violence cuts across dimensions of law, social behavior, and
medicine. Each of these dimensions has its own proponents and advocates, and each
defines family violence from its own perspective. Despite the need for an acceptable defin-
ition from which research and treatment can proceed, each of these interest groups claims
its view or approach as the only true alternative. A quick review of the literature in the
field highlights this disparate approach to family violence. Some textbooks deal with legal
issues and child abuse, policing of intimate partner abuse, medical interventions for
victims, and psychological treatment for survivors of abuse. While a few textbooks attempt
to take a global approach to family violence, these are in the minority, and professionals
continue to specialize within subgroupings of this form of aggression.

As the preceding discussion indicates, conflict exists among scholars, academics,
and professionals regarding the definition of the term family violence. However, this
should not hinder further study of this form of aggression. It simply means that we must
remain flexible in evaluating all forms of aggression to determine whether they fall
within the realm of family violence. Defining the term family violence is only one of
many controversies in this area.

Focus

Prevalence of Domestic Violence in the United States

• On average more than three women
a day are murdered by their husbands or
boyfriends in the United States.

• One in four women in the United States
reports experiencing violence by a current
or former spouse, life partner, or boyfriend
at some point in her life.

• Women are much more likely than men
to be victimized by a current or former

intimate partner. Women constitute 84 per-
cent of spouse abuse victims and 86 per-
cent of victims of abuse at the hands of
a boyfriend or girlfriend. About 75 percent
of the persons who commit family violence
are male.

• Women aged 20 to 24 are at the great-
est risk of experiencing nonfatal intimate
partner violence.5
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CONTROVERSIES IN FAMILY VIOLENCE

Numerous controversies are present when studying family violence.6 Specific controver-
sies are addressed in chapters that deal with specific forms or types of family violence.
However, an overview of issues that affect the study of family violence provides a basis
for understanding that this form of aggression requires additional research before we can
determine all of its ramifications.

Family violence has several distinct subgroupings, such as child physical and sexual
abuse, intimate partner abuse, and elder abuse. Many scholars have focused on these specific
areas and ignored the broader view of family violence. Conversely, others have attempted to
view family violence from a broad perspective by creating models of research that are so
vague as to be difficult, if not impossible, to test or validate. How does one accurately study
or research a phenomenon if a definition cannot be agreed on because the definition of any
act both sets limits and focuses research within certain boundaries? The lack of agreement
in defining family violence has led to confusion and disarray in attempts to determine
factors that cause or contribute to family violence.

Just as there are numerous definitions for the term family violence, so there are
myriad competing and conflicting theories on the causes. The psychological approach,
the social-psychological approach, and the sociocultural approach are but a few of the
more popular models or theories of family violence. Although feminist perspectives may
fall within parts of these models, some authors argue that it is another valid method of
classifying family violence. These approaches are discussed later in this chapter, but it
must be remembered that no one approach or theory has yet to gain universal accept-
ance within the field of professionals who deal with this phenomenon.

Intervention strategies vary widely in dealing with family violence. There is wide-
spread agreement that in many instances a child should be removed from the home
immediately to prevent further harm or injury. However, in some situations experts
argue that removal from the family is a very traumatic experience for the child and
should be avoided at all costs. Intervention may also be challenged by defense attorneys
who claim that some therapists have brainwashed or planted the thought of abuse in the
minds of impressionable children. This technique is commonly used by a number of
defense attorneys today, although it is unknown how effective this strategy is in convin-
cing juries.

Reporting and law enforcement’s mandated response to child abuse, elder abuse,
and intimate partner abuse is a current topic of controversy. Some authorities argue
that mandatory reporting of child abuse and elder abuse should be expanded. Others
believe that mandatory arrest of intimate partner abusers leads to increased risk to the
victim. Still other professionals would expand some laws to require terms of incarcer-
ation for those who abuse their spouses.

If no agreement can be reached on the cause of family violence, how can the fac-
tors present in a violent relationship be addressed? Depending on the study one reads,
different factors are found to exist in family violence. This chapter examines four
common factors present in families that have experienced violence. This does not mean
that these are the only factors that may exist in every form of abuse, only that these
factors are the most common.
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Does ritual abuse of children really occur? Probably no subject in family violence
has generated as much controversy as the topic of ritual abuse of children. Some critics
have suggested that the symptoms are therapist enhanced, whereas others claim that
ritual abuse clearly exists and is more widespread than believed.

As the prior discussion indicates, many controversies exist in the field of family
violence. Where appropriate, these subjects are examined in more detail in the chapters
that deal with the specific form of abuse. These controversies should not create anxiety
or apprehension, but they present a series of exciting and stimulating ideas that should
cause healthy discussion and debate among all those interested in this topic.

NATURE AND SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM

The National Family Violence Surveys

Two of the most comprehensive studies of family violence were carried out by Murray
Straus and Richard J. Gelles in 1975 and 1985.7 Both surveys involved interviews with
a nationally representative sample of 2,143 respondents in 1975 and 6,014 respondents in
1985. The results of these landmark surveys continue to provide information and data
for the study of family violence. Even though the surveys are dated, they are continually
cited as authoritative in numerous textbooks, articles, and research projects.

In both surveys, violence was defined as an act carried out with the intention or
perceived intention of causing physical pain or injury to another person. Acts of vio-
lence that had a high probability of causing injury were included even if injury did
not occur. Violence was measured by using the Conflict Tactics Scale (CTS). This tool
was developed at the University of New Hampshire in 1971 and is still used today in
many studies of family violence. The CTS measures three variables: use of rational
discussion and agreement, use of verbal and nonverbal expressions of hostility, and
use of physical force or violence. Respondents were asked how many times within the
last year they used certain responses that fell within one of the three classifications
when they had a disagreement or were angry with family members.

Both studies were judged to be reliable because of the sampling procedure, the
large number of respondents, and the validity of the CTS as a measuring instrument.
The studies surveyed families from all fifty states and assessed many different relation-
ships: parent to child, child to parent, wife to husband, husband to wife, and sibling
interactions. Interviews were conducted by trained investigators and lasted about
one hour in the 1975 study and thirty minutes in the 1985 survey.

Other Sources of Data on Family Violence

Other social surveys have added to our knowledge of family violence. Rape in America,
conducted by the National Victims Center, shed new light on this form of aggression,
and a survey of Boston residents examined elder abuse. Both surveys are discussed in
detail later.

Clinical studies are another source of information regarding family violence. These
studies are carried out by practitioners in the field—medical professionals, psychiatrists,
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psychologists, and counselors—all of whom use samples gathered from actual cases of
family violence. These researchers collect information from hospitals, clinics, and therapy
sessions. Clinical studies normally have small sample sizes, and therefore, caution must
be used when drawing any conclusions. However, these studies provide valuable data on
the nature of abuse and assist in evaluating the different types of interventions used in
family violence as well as pointing out areas for further research.

Many different types of official reports are compiled by private or public agencies
in the form of statistical data. These provide a much-needed resource for further research
into family violence. The most commonly relied on are reports by local law enforcement
agencies, the American Humane Society, the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), and the
National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS).

Since adoption of the mandatory reporting laws for child abuse, and in some states
mandatory arrest of those accused of intimate partner abuse, local agencies have been
able to provide researchers with a wealth of information regarding family violence. This
information is usually limited to a specific geographic location and therefore does not
reflect any national perspective.

The Violence Against Women Act provided a fundamental change in the criminal
justice system’s gathering of information on violent crimes committed against women.
A 1996 report of Congress indicated that both the federal government and most states are
collecting data on family violence.10 This report points out two continuing controversies:

Focus

Conflict Tactics Scale

The conflict tactics scale (CTS) is the most widely
used instrument in conducting research on family
violence. It is also one of the most widely criti-
cized instruments. There are two versions of the
scale; the CTS2 which is an expanded version of
the original scale and the CTSPC (CTS parent-
child) version. The scales are based on the prem-
ise that conflict is an inevitable aspect of all
human association. The CTS focuses on conflict
tactics and measures one’s own interest within
a conflict as a behavior. It also measures the con-
flict tactics of both the victim and the abuser.

The revised CTS2 uses a total of 39
behaviors which are subdivided into five cat-
egories and each category is further subdivided
into two subscales.8 CTS2 questions are pre-
sented in pairs. The first question in the pair
asks respondents to indicate how often they
carried out each item, in a range from never to
more than 20 times, in the referent period.

The second asks how often the partner carried
out each item within the same referent period.
Referent periods are usually 12 months, but
other spans of time may be used. Subscales
measuring the degree of severity of less severe
and more severe behaviors are included for all
CTS scales, based on the presumed greater
harm resulting from acts in the severe subscale.

The severity of behaviors can also be
measured by analyzing the frequency of the
acts and by whether an injury was reported by
the respondent. For example, in the sexual
coercion category a question may include the
following choices: Have you ever insisted on sex
with your partner when the partner did not
want sex (considered as minor) or forced your
partner to engage in sex (considered as major).
The possible answers that can be selected are:
never, once, twice, 3–5 times, 6–10 times,
11–20 times, and more than 20 times.9
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